
REGION 21 FALL BUSINESS MEETING

AUGUST 14, 2021

RVP Wayne Messer called the zoom meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. CDT
Members present: Sue Witt, Gary White, Mike Becker, Carolyn Lingenfelter, Pam
Messer, Linda Rader, Ellen Still, BJ Jackson, Jessica Kelley.

Announced future meeting dates,
Spring May 21, 2022 Iowa Arboretum.
Fall 2022 Sioux Falls, S. D. by Sioux Empire Iris Society.  A new RVP will be elected

at that time.
Spring and Fall of 2023 is open.

At this time we need a new 1st year Director.  After some discussion of what the
position required, Linda Wilke volunteered to fill the position.  Wayne Messer made a
motion to accept Linda as new Director, Mike Becker seconded. Motion carried.  Linda
was thanked for volunteering.

Youth Chairman Heidi Brase will fill this position, which has been vacant for some
time.
Library.  The library needs a new home.  It is currently at the Messer home.

Discussion continued on the following.

Funding on the public gardens.  Scottsbluff directed all of its sales to their public garden
and would welcome some donations of new iris.  Omaha Society could send Sass and
Dykes from the Sass garden.

Linda Wilke questioned if giving a new iris to people would encourage them to start
judges training.

Gary White said that Nancy Harder had given him some of Larry Harder's iris, but they
were not named, so is waiting for them to bloom before they are placed in the University
garden.

Carolyn Lingenfelter expressed an ongoing concern for keeping our membership
informed about happenings in the Region and with our fellow members.  It was decided
that a bimonthly compilation of items submitted to Wayne Messer would be emailed.
This would include any points of interest that a member has concerning iris gardening,



family celebrations or deaths, questions, written articles, etc.  Wayne expressed
concern about members not taking advantage of this and not sending in items.

The AIS awards were just published with twice as many special Medal Awards for this
year only to make up for not having awards during 2020.

The AIS Judges Handbook is now available online.

AIS webinars are ongoing and have been a success. Some giving JT credit.  The next
one will be in Sept. with a panel discussing HIPS, then one on Pacific Coast Iris.

Our JT national chairman Bonnie Nichols is very easy to work with.

There were no HM awards from Region 21.   Kelly Norris had one iris receiving HM
votes and David Toth had two irises receiving HM votes.

Region 21 has 86 members, 72 have email.

Meeting adjourned at 12 p.m.

Note from Carolyn:  Please contact me, now, with any additions or corrections.  Waiting
a year till our next meeting is a long time.  carolyndl@hotmail.com


