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President’s Message
David Lionberger

We received a nice array of gifts this month from
Velda Coffey, a long-time member of the Lincoln
Iris Society.
These included a twenty year
collection of the LIS Newsletter, several years of
AIS Bulletins, coffee mugs, etc. I have decided to
keep the newsletters for LIS archives and will look
through the magazines for copies that should also be
saved. The other items will be door prizes at this
month’s meeting. Although I have not had the
pleasure of knowing Velda, many LIS members will
recall her as an active member with many
contributions of her talents and time. While looking
through the newsletters, I found where Velda won a
contest in 1999 to name our newsletter. Her
winning entry was “The Rainbow Messenger” which
remains to this day!
Thank you for your
thoughtfulness Velda, and our best wishes to you.
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Meeting
Date:

Monday, October 30, 2017

Time: 6:30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting
Location: St. Andrews Lutheran Church
1015 Lancaster Lane Lincoln, NE
Program: Hybridizing Iris for Space Age
and Broken Color
Presented By: David Toth
Hosts: Sally Schrader and
Eunice Cernohlavek

Questions about Iris or LIS
Contact:
President’s Quote
Dave Lionberger
402-466-2838
“The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning
lionswiss@windstream.net
and a good ending; and to have the two as close together
as possible.”
George Burns

DUES REVIEW

October 2017

Dean Douglas
402-994-4805
theirispatch@sbllcweb.com

Jenny Cich
402-525-5047
The LIS Bylaws direct that our dues should be jennycich@gmail.com
reviewed and set for the upcoming year at our
September meeting. I apologize for neglecting to
have this item on the agenda last month. We will
include dues review at our October meeting. Please
give this some thought and be prepared to discuss
and submit your opinion.

Magdalene Pfister Iris Garden,
the next chapter….

American Iris Society Region 21
Bulletin and Directory
Region 21 members received the 2017 Fall/Winter
Regional Bulletin and Directory recently. Our
grateful ‘thank you’ is extended to Wayne and Pam
Messer for providing this interesting and useful
information. Producing and sending such a quality
pair of booklets requires much forethought, research,
and many hours of compiling and editing. I
certainly enjoyed the historical items as well as all
the other information included and I find the
directory a handy tool which is always in my
briefcase within easy reach. Region 21 is fortunate
to have members such as Wayne and Pam Messer
who are willing and generous with their time and
talents.

Youth Coloring Contest
LIS Youth Chairman David Toth sends a reminder
to our youth members that the coloring contest entry
deadline is November 1st.
All information
pertaining to the contest is available on the AIS
Youth website.

Articles from November 2004
Rainbow Messenger
When looking through some of the old LIS
Newsletters Velda Coffey gave us, I found an article
titled “Magdalene Pfister Appreciation Garden”.
This interesting article written by Linda Rader gives
the past history of the garden and I have included it
in this month’s issue for the benefit of our newer
members as well as to refresh the memories of
longtime members. I am also including an article
containing information pertaining to LIS standing
committees. I am confident this is the work of
Linda Rader and is very timely as we will soon be
passing the committee sign-up sheet around and
asking for volunteers for 2018. As these committees
are fundamental to the success of LIS functions and
business, please look the list over carefully and
consider serving on one or more for next year.
Thank You!
The Rainbow Messenger

Jenny Cich
The smaller garden along the parking area of Hardin Hall
remained intact for more than a decade. It was tended to by
both UNL Landscaping Services and a committee of various
LIS members. Over time and the passing from one caretaker
to another the garden, although nicely established, had its
issues:
misplaced maps, rearranged markers, grass, lack of negative
space between the varieties and overgrown clumps.
Fast forward to 2014 when a series of events culminated in a
rejuvenation of the garden and cooperation between UNL
Landscaping Services and the Lincoln Iris Society. The
Lincoln Iris Society was approached by the late Magdalene
Pfister’s siblings, brother John Pfister and sister/LIS member
Melinda Holcombe to prepare and submit a proposal to UNL
Landscaping Services for the maintenance of the Magdalene
Pfister Iris Garden. John Pfister also worked in tandem with
the University of Nebraska Foundation to revisit the parties
payable from the Magdalene Pfister Iris Garden Fund.
Coupled with John’s efforts, UNL noted the need to relocate
the garden due to construction at the existing garden’s
location. These items jumpstarted the current LIS MP Garden
Committee into action. Proposals were written and rewritten,
multiple meetings were held, agreements were struck, garden
plans were drawn up, and irises were sourced with planting
commencing at the new location in September of 2014. The
new location of the garden, now on its third growing season,
is in the Maxwell Arboretum on UNL’s East Campus. It is
located on the east side of the C.Y. Thompson Library near
the vine arbor. This new location continues to host the
charming pink iris Magdalene, along with a myriad of other
iris. The focus of the garden is on Nebraska Iris hybridizers.
The garden hosts only named varieties and is divided into 4
areas based on color palettes:
Pale pink/white, Striking, Pastels (peach, pink and lavender)
and Regal colors (blue, gold and cream).
UNL Landscaping Services has provided the markers to
identify each variety by name along with the type and
hybridizer of the variety. Members of the Lincoln Iris Society
manage the deadheading, spring and fall clean up and the
sourcing and planting of new varieties added to the garden.
We will also be continuing the division and resetting of iris
clumps to maintain the health of the garden. The extra iris
will continue to be made available at our annual plant sale.
The presence of multiple classes of bearded iris and several
types of beardless iris along with peonies and other perennials
makes this a destination garden within the Maxwell
Arboretum. Next spring treat yourself to an item from the
UNL Dairy Store then take the easy stroll down the paths and
see the Magdalene Pfister Iris Garden for yourself.
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